BY JOHN BARROW
.JACKSONVILLE STA.TE UNIVERSITY

WINNER OF THE 2017 SOUTHERN
PLAYWRIGHTS COMPETITION

CAST
Lillian Smith ........................ .................. ... ............. Ebony Antoine-Hill
Paula Snelling ......... .... .. ......................... .................. Chibuzo Harbor
Carson McCullers ............. ....................... ..... ......... .... Halima Kamara
PLACE:

The Living Room of Lillian and Paula
TIME:

November 17, 1953

ARTISTIC STAFF
Director .................................................................................. Nick Hoenshell
Stage Manager ........................................................................ Allison Angel
Dramaturg .......................................................................... Rebecca Weaver
Scenic Coordinator ............................................................. Nick Hoenshell
Lighting Coordinator .............................................................. Jennifer Luck
Sound Coordinator ............................................................. Nick Hoenshell
Technical Director ............................................................... Nick Hoenshell
Graphic Design Assistant. ............................... ........................ Meghan Lee
Producer, Department Head ............................................... Randy Blades

PRODUCTION STAFF
Light and Sound Board Operator ................................ Lawrence Mason
Box Office Manager ................................................................ Linda Adams
Box Office Staff.................................................................... Halima Kamara,
Courtney King, Meghan Lee

2017 Winner of the Southern Playwrights Competition The Southern Playwrights Competition seeks to identify and encourage the best of Southern
play writing. Held by the JSU Department of English. Information may be
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A note from the Dramaturg, Rebecca Weaver
Transcending Color
"We call ourselves individuals, and we stay true to our tribe, but in the long view, we
are all one. All ofus, black, white, yellow, red, everybody."
- John Barrow, Lillian Paula Carson
In this new play by John Barrow, the audience will get a deeper look into
the lives of three women who helped to better the face of literature. This play follows
the lives of three white women who believed in equality for all. Lillian Smith
dedicated her life to speaking out against segregation and lynching. What many
people didn't know about Lillian was that she wanted, more than anything, to be
known for her writing, not her activism. However, with the help of her lifetime
companion, Paula Snelling, she was able to pave the way for a new way of thinking
when it came to race relations. Carson McCullers, another author and playwright,
was one of the first people to write about same-sex relationships in the south as well
as spiritual isolation. All three women, despite their own challenges in life,
persevered for the sake of their art.

The struggle against segregation and discrimination was a long and arduous
battle that is still being fought. To this day, people are still being killed, punished,
and diminished based on the views of the dwindling majority. However, the director,
Nicholas Hoenshell, thought that having three women of color playing three white
women would aid in the portrayal of a colorless world. A world in which we do not
see skin color or rather focus on its existence. A place in which three women of color
can play three white women and it is not only accepted but encouraged. A world that
these three ladies envisioned and fought to ensure. Hoenshell borrows inspiration
from Berto It Brecht, a famous playwright and director. Brecht is known for his belief
that the theatre, and art in general, asks the audience to believe deeply in something
in which you are aware is fake. He takes a look at Brecht's technique of alienation,
which normally distances the audience from emotional involvement, but he adds a
twist that hopefully encourages the audience to experience the play both emotionally
and intellectually. In doing so, Hoenshell hopes to shed a new light on the
circumstances surrounding these three women and the challenges they face. The
director and actresses invite the audience to enjoy this production as it is: a play
about the factual lives of three real women who have a story they need to tell.
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CAST
Ebony Antoine-Hill (Lillian Smith) is a senior at Jacksonville State University.
She will be graduating on May 4th, 2018 with a bachelors degree in Drama performance. Ebony is thri lled to be playing the legendary Lillian Smith .

Chibuzo Harbor (Paula Snelling) was born on September 21 , 1996. She has
been attending JSU since 2015 and is an Integrated Studies Major with a focus in
art, sociology, and drama. She has been in previous productions with JSU such
as the student showcases in the spring and fa ll of 2016. She has also gone on
to star as Sherlock Holmes in the 2017 Cast production of "Baskerville," directed
by Carrie Colton . This past Spring she directed, as well as performed in, the JSU
production of "The Vagina Monologues." Chibuzo's passions include film, social
activism, and writing.

Halima Kamara (Carson McCullers) is ecstatic to be returning to the stage
as a Carson in lillian pau la Carson . Her credits for performance include, Marci in
A lmost Maine: Where is went, Dorothy in Dorothy Meets A lice, and Chorus for The
Bacchae", a Bobby Soxer in Guys and Dolls. Halima just recently planned our first
annual Christmas concert and is working as the assistant director on this production. She will be traveling to New York this summer to work as head Theatre
Instructor at Ti mberlake Camp where she will be directing Camp Rock and ANNIE.

FACULTY
Nick Hoenshell (Assistant Professor - Technical Director) holds an MFA in
Directing from Baylor University in Waco. TX. Prio r to joining JSU, he worked as a
scenic artist and carpenter for the Tony award winning A lley Theatre in Houston TX.
He also worked as assist ant scenic charge for the Colorado Shakespeare festival.

UP NEXT AT JSU DRAMA
Country Co-Ed by Michael John Boynton and the
Flying Blind Theatre Ensemble
May 3 at 8pm - Ernest Stone Performing Arts Center
The most outrageous "player on campus," Harry
Horner, may have met his match in the brilliant Women's Studies student, Dani Dickinson, in this raunchy,
over-the-top sex comedy. In this radical adaptation of
Wycherley's play The Country Wife, getting laid is the
name of the game. When Horner and Dani make a bet
to see who can get the most action over homecoming
weekend, they and their crazy group of friends take
college parties to a whole new level of raunchy. This
witty, farcical sex comedy combines elements from the
restoration classic and contemporary cinematic comedies such as Animal House and Bridesmaids.
The Country Co-ed is an entirely new, original devised
play by the Flying Blind Theatre Ensemble (FBTE), a
theatre troupe founded by current JSU students and
faculty as part of the Spring 2018 Special Topics in
Performance course. FBTE will be taking The Country
Co-ed to the Capital Fringe Festival in Washington D.C.
this July! So come support JSU, the Drama Department, FBTE, and the future production in our nation's
capital! Admission is only $5 at the door! Proceeds
will assist in travel and expenses for the Capital Fringe
Festival performance.
18 and over only! Rated R! Highly offensive language
and crude sex-capades!

Stay tuned for more from the JSU Drama Department!

